
15 – Impact of Covid-19 on Canadian Support for Carbon Pricing 

Kathryn Harrison, Erick Lachapelle, Matto Mildenberger 

The COVID-19 pandemic has the potential to impact public support for climate change mitigation -- but 

in what direction? Will participation in collective action and embrace of both the regulatory and spending 

functions of the state reinforce public support for climate policy, including carbon taxation?  Or will the 

pandemic undermine support for climate action by shifting attention to the economy and support for 

incumbent fossil fuel-intensive industries? In 2019, we conducted a 4-wave panel survey of Canadians’ 

attitudes to climate change and carbon pricing as a federal carbon tax and dividend scheme was 

implemented, followed by a national election. Having previously polled respondents’ attitudes to climate 

change and carbon pricing, we are in a unique position to assess how the same Canadians’ attitudes to 

carbon pricing have changed following the COVID-19 pandemic.  In June 2020, we completed a fifth 

wave of our survey, the results of which will be reported in this paper. We will explore how respondents’ 

experience with COVID-19, both health and economic, affected their support for carbon pricing. We will 

also report the results of a framing experiment that drew an analogy between collective action on COVID-

19 and climate change.  
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